
Explore the 

Lincolnshire 

Wolds A
rea of 

Outsta
nding 

Natural 

Beauty.

Stories about our past are 
hidden all around us, in the 
buildings we live in and the 
landscape which surrounds 
us. This handbook will help 

you to discover some of 
the hidden heritage in the 
Lincolnshire Wolds, while 

visiting some great places 
along the way!



Hello heritage spotter! 
The rich archaeological and built heritage 
helped the Lincolnshire Wolds become a 
designated Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) in 1973.

       
           

          
          

           
    

So, what do we  

mean by heritage? 
     

        
          

       
          

  

       
        

  
 

 

  

 

If you accept 

the challenge 

to become 

a heritage 

detective then 

read on… 



The Lincolnshire 

Wolds rock! 
      

      
    

      
    

    
      

       
   

Chalking it up…
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The Lincolnshire Wolds has 3 main 

local rocks which were laid down 

during the Cretaceous period a 

whopping 145 – 65 million years 

ago!

Tealby Limestone
          

          
          

       

Spilsby Sandstone
         

        
        

    

Claxby Ironstone 
        

       
        
       

        
      



Life in the Wolds 
From geology we move on to 
archaeology which is the study of past 
human life and activities as shown 
by objects (such as pottery, tools, and 
statues) left by ancient people.
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There are over 100 deserted medieval villages 
within the Lincolnshire Wolds but they can be 
hard to spot - looking at the landscape from 
above can give you a better idea of where they 
are so Google Earth can be a useful tool. 
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M E S O L I T H I C N E O L I T H I C B R O N Z E  A G E I R

End of the Ice Age 

8000 BC 5000BC 4000BC 3000BC 2000BC 1000BC

Scatters of stone tools are evidence of early human activity Long barrows were Neolithic man's burial sites with many still visible Several hundred Bronze Age round barrows (burial sites) are within the Wolds Com
trees
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Places to visit or see....
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R O N  A G E

Romans Anglo-Saxons / Anglo-Scandinavian Tudor

BC AD 0 500 1000 1500

Hanoverian Victorian Modern
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B R I T I S H

E A R L Y  M E D I E V A L  L A T E R M E D I E V A L 
1900

Norman

P O S T  M E D I E V A L  

Plantagenet Stuart 

Changes in farming, climate, disease and famine were all factors 
leading to many settlements being abandoned 

Further changes in farming, and 
creation of field enclosures

Some mining and military 
activity before being 

restored to agriculture

Settlement patterns established. Anglo-Saxon names evident in villages ending with 
'ham' and 'ton'. For the Scandinavian influences in names, look for ending in 'by' and 

'thorpe'.  The first census in 1086 – the Domesday Book

Romans left their mark on settlements such as 
Caistor, Horncastle and Ludford, and important 

trade routes are still used today

munities continued to clear 
s, leaving it almost as open

as it is today
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Farming through the ages… 
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• Arable:         
    

• Pastoral:        
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Traditional  

medieval crops  

would have been 

hea  a e  a s  e  

i see  a e 
  

a  i  

Many of these can still 

be seen today – can 

you spot any? 

a s

hea
a le

Rye Rape



Signs of the mines… 
Farming isn’t the only industry 
which has been established in the 
Lincolnshire Wolds. 

The i h i s e  la  a  e le  
as i e   he 18 0s i h  h h  he 

1 0s  

la  i e as e  e e e   as Tha  
l  a e   isas e  his as l  
e e heal h a  sa e  les ha  e al  

s  a i e s i  he la e e e i e  The 
i e l se  i  18 1  a i  a   i s sis e  si e 

i  e le   e  i  he la e 1 20s  

  180 e le a  a i e li e  a  e  a  e le  
i i   i s e  The e e e ail a s  s  s il  

e e a  a hi e  h h  he a ea  i  ies 
e  i i  s ll  e   he i es  The i s e 

as a e   h e  e s el e  a ess hi h 
i l es hea i  he e  el i  i   ai  i   

T a s si e s ill ai s a  l es  i s i  as  
s h as l e   i e e a es  i  ies a es  s a le 

s a  e ai s  ae ial e a s  The e a e e e  s 
 l i es ei  ie  e  lla se  i es

i e e  i s ial he i a e a  e see  a ss he 
i l shi e l s  l s  e e  a ish l  ha e ha  

a a e ill  i ill a  a la s i hs sh  h h 
 a  s ill e is  a  The a e ills  l   

 s e e  a e  hils  he s e e i l e  
i  he lea he   a  i e  i s ies  

 he si s  he as   l i  a  s ee  a es  as 
a  a  i e l es  ha  i h  ha e ee  he e i  he as  e  ill 

a e i  a les  se   e h e  he illa e ill  

Did you know?   he la e 18 h e  Teal  as e he h   a 
h i i  a e  a i  i s  a  ha  a  leas  h ee a e  ills    

 l es i  he illa e  si s  i s as  s h as a e ill a es he e 
a   he e s se   li e

Scamblesby mill

Former mine worker 
John Corcoran on 

shift and visiting the 
same spot in 2015



Can 

you 

spot?

Masons marks and other 
ancient markings? h 
as sses  i  heels a  
e a a s

The Green Man?  a e 
s e    a e  lea es  

hi h is h h   e ese  he le  
e i h i  he s i   

Gargoyles? e  l i  li e l  h a  
hea s  a i als a  hi al  i a i a  

ea es  he  i i a e  i  he 1 h e  
as a a e s   he e  a   a il i  

 a  e   h  a e  lea   alls  
a i s  

Lichens? i he s a e a e    i  li i  hi s  a 
s a  a  al ae  ea h a  l  s i e i  he he  e is 

he e  The  a  li e  h e s  ea s a  a e e  s e  
 s e  he l e  a es es i  a h h a   s a  

a ie  ees  The  a  i   a  l  i l i  a e  
ell  ee   e   la  

Did you know? a  s  li he s  less ha  
1  e  ea  The  a  als  e a  si   ai  

ali  as he  a e se si i e  ll i

Stumble upon a church,  

step back in time…  
a  h hes i  he i l shi e l s i i a e  i  he 12 h 
e  h h a  ha e e ei e  e ai s a  ai e a e 

a es h h  he e ies  h hes e e e  he 
e e  i  li e a  a  ell a eal s   he illa es 

a  ha le s he  a e l a e  i  

It is fascinating to think that the building you are 
looking at may have stood for almost 1000 years! 



Times of conflict
The e a e e i e s  i es  i  i  s  

a s  he i l shi e l s  

The he a al e ai s  li e as le  
il  i  he 1 h e  a e a s  e i e   

he i a e  he a ea  The as le as he 
i h la e  i  e   a  as esie e  

a  a e   ell s a lia e a ia s i  
1  ll i  he a le  i e   a  
s ill isi  he ea h s a

This is h h   e he l  a le  e h  
i  he i l shi e l s a  las e  less ha  
a  h  The e is a  a ea  l all  as lash 

ll  he e he alis s e e e ea e  

e e e l  he l s has ee  a  i a  
a ea  ili a  his  The la s a e as 

a e l  ha e   he i a   h l  
a s

a les  ili a  he i a e i l e 
i a i s e s s h as a  

e i  a  e a  ai el s 
i l i  i  a  e  

els e  a  

Bolingbroke Castle earthworks
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H E R I T A G E  
L I N C O L N S H I R E

Where to find out more… 

Heritage Lincolnshire  
Web:
Address:

Phone:
Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service 
Web:
Address:

Phone: 01522 555780


